CAPITAL PROJECTS IN BATH AND NORTH EAST SOMERSET 
Bath and North East Somerset Council has a very ambitious and varied programme of capital projects over the next 3 - 5 years with a total development value of around £2 billion. The programme currently includes the following initiatives:

Western Riverside

The Council took the decision to progress the Bath Western Riverside initiative in 1998. In conjunction with the South West Regional Development Agency, we have developed a strategic vision for the 35 hectare site to the west of the city centre, that focuses on creating a high quality, high density, mixed-use urban development providing new homes, retail, leisure and work spaces for the city, along with new employment, learning and lifestyle opportunities for the local community.  

The Bath Western Riverside project will be the largest brownfield regeneration project in the South West.  Ultimately, it will stand as an international exemplar of urban regeneration. 

The master planner Llewelyn Davies is one of the UK’s pre-eminent planning and design practices with an international reputation for master planning the regeneration of large brownfield sites and it is expected that a master plan will be released for public consultation in the autumn of 2005. The current timescale sees an outline planning application for the site being submitted in the spring of 2006.

Combe Down Stone Mines Stabilisation

The mines in Combe Down, Bath, within the boundaries of the World Heritage Site, are Oolithic Limestone mines, mainly worked back in the 18th and 19th centuries. The major underground workings ceased in the 1860s, but a few small workings continued until the early 1900s. Mining stopped in Combe Down during the early 1900s due to the gradual depletion of the resource over time.  

Early stone extraction methods left the mines relatively stable. However, subsequent robbing of stone from the pillars weakened them and contributed to the instability of the mine roof and land above. Approximately 80% of the surveyed mines have less than 6m cover and as little as 2m in some places. The total void space is estimated at approximately 500,000 cubic metres. This figure will be confirmed once investigations have surveyed all of the mine margins.

A Council outline bid to fund a stabilisation project was accepted in August 1999 by English Partnerships, under the Government’s Land Stabilisation Programme. Since the £160million has been approved to undertake the project, (£154million funded by English Partnerships and £6million allocated by the Council).

Geophysical investigations were carried out in April 2001 to determine the extent of the mining in Combe Down. Following these investigations, a number of stabilisation options were reviewed for the known and suspected mine workings.  After major consultation with various stakeholders and the local community on the stabilisation options, a planning application for a stabilisation scheme was submitted in January 2003 and passed the same year.

All areas will be stabilised to satisfy a 100-year design life requirement and remove the threat to health and safety from collapse of the mines. In addition, the completed project will ensure vital habitats for bats are provided, safeguard the Grade 1 aquifer below the site from contamination and protect important archaeological remains in the mines.

Emergency works targeting high hazard areas have been ongoing since 2001 and main scheme stabilisation works are anticipated to take approximately 5 years (commencing autumn 2006). Works will mainly comprise stabilising mine voids with foamed concrete. Alternative methods such as gravel / sand stowing and tunnelling will be used in areas of archaeological and ecological importance.  

Representing businesses and residents of Combe Down, the CDSMCA Board works with the Bath & North East Somerset Project Team and their consultants, whilst maintaining an independence of action and ensuring the best outcomes for Combe Down are achieved as soon as possible.  The Community Association is a company limited by guarantee and has over 700 members.

The project team are in continual contact with the public to share knowledge of the mines, to minimise the impact of the project on the local community and the environment and to help choose the right way forward for the project.

Elderly Persons Homes

In conjunction with the Primary Care and Mental Health Trusts, Somer Housing Group and PRP Architects, the Council is building three new Centres Of Excellence with Extra care Housing for elderly people in the area. 

Each centre will be based around a 30 bed registered care home, a 20 place day Centre and 30 units of Sheltered Housing with a cluster of support services and will act as a focal point of community interest for older people.  In the City of Bath the model will be the same but geographically split over three sites.

The detailed design of he centres of excellence will involve a wide range of stakeholders through a ‘Design Focus Group’ and are currently timetabled for completion in Spring 2007.

Schools Projects
Radstock Primary Renaissance involves the building of two new Church of England voluntary controlled schools to serve the town of Radstock and the village of Clandown. The aim of the project is the creation of modern high quality buildings to support improvements in educational standards.

The completion of the new schools will be followed by the closure of three existing schools and the demolition of unsuitable accommodation adjacent to one of the schools.  

Three Ways School, at the southern edge of the city of Bath will be a new Special School for 150 school pupils with separate early years accommodation. The school, which will provide learning opportunities for pupils with a range of learning difficulties, will also have a Post 16 unit.

This school, which will bring together pupils from three existing school to share modern high quality facilities, will also accommodate the following:

· Outreach Bases for Special Needs support workers operating in mainstream schools.

· Therapy suites for the provision of physical or speech and language therapy in conjunction with the health service.

· A hydrotherapy pool.

· Support facilities for parents and carers.

The Answers Project involves the building of a new 210 place primary school to replace the existing school and Temple Primary School as well as a children’s centre for early years.

