Sandwell Women’s Aid


SANDWELL WOMEN’S AID
Aims and Objectives
To provide a refuge for abused women and their children; to cater for those who need to move out of a violent home environment; to give them the help and support to have time in a secure place to make an unpressurised decision about their future; and to continue this support after they have left the Refuge.  SWA will also attempt to promote greater understanding of the plight of such women within the community as a whole.  Particular emphasis will be given to the special needs of ethnic minority women.

In furtherance of the above, SWA will have the following powers:

a)
To establish and maintain a Refuge at …….. and other charitable Refuges and homes and/or make grants or pay subscriptions towards the establishment and maintenance of such Refuges and homes.

b)
To provide temporary refuge on request for women and their children who have suffered mental or physical harassment.  In this connection there will be no arbitrary time limit set on a woman’s length of stay in the Refuge.  SWA is committed to a national open door policy which means that if the Refuge is full, efforts will be made to secure a place for any woman who subsequently approaches SWA in other Refuges in the locality or wider afield if necessary.  In order to achieve this, SWA will link in with other organisations providing such refuge, as appropriate.  Childless women will not be refused refuge.

c)
To encourage the women to determine their own future and to help them achieve it – whether this involves returning home or starting a new life elsewhere.

d)
To recognise the care for the educational and emotional needs of the children involved.

e)
To offer support, advice and help to any woman who asks for it, whether or not she is a resident, and also to offer support and resettlement to any woman and child who has left the Refuge.  In this connection, provision will be made for those women who want to maintain contact after they have left the Refuge.  This could include liaison with other agencies, eg Social Services, as appropriate.  Attempts will also be made to establish second stage and permanent housing.

f) To educate and inform the community at large, the media, police, courts, medical profession, Social Services, housing and other authorities as appropriate, with respect to the abuse of women, mindful of the fact that this is a result of the general position of women in society.

g) To promote education and research on the subject of abused women and the effect of such abuse on the women, whether physical, psychological or social.

h) To publish informative and educative material about abused women.

i)
To train women as counsellors, so as to be able to cope with the problems of abused women by the provision of medical, legal, financial and emotional counselling.

i)
To set up a coordinated group of contacts to further the charitable aims and objectives of SWA.

k)
To obtain help and support where needed through close contact with local government authorities, health service, housing associations and voluntary organisations.

l)
To raise money for the purposes of SWA on such terms and on such security as may be thought fit, and to accept donations and legacies, provided that in so doing no permanent trading activities shall be undertaken.

m)
To associate by subscription or otherwise aid in the establishment and support of any association whose charitable purposes are in any way connected with the purposes of SWA or calculated to further its objectives.

n)
To do all such things as are necessary for the attainment of the above objectives or any of them.

PAGE  
1
Sandwell Women’s Aid

Policies


2005

Review September 2006


